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Tahitians; in short, vampires, .whose cruelties and inquisitorial
tortures were as atrocious as their hypocrisy was disgusting."
Before he left the jovial board, his indignation was so high
thart "he felt the honour of his flag" required that he sail to
Tahiti and dispense "exemplary chastisement" Upon his ar-
rival at the Marquesas he was surprised to find Du Petit-
Thouars, who had been there, already departed. There was
value to his visit, however, in giving to the pious efforts of
Bishop Rouchouse the support of a few broadsides. But there
were other scenes at the Marquesas of whichBishopRouchouse,
in good conscience, could not have approved. Melville asserts
that while the Acwhnet was at the Marquesas, "our ship was
wholly given up to every species of riot and debauchery." In
the official account of the voyages of Captain Dumont D'Ur-
ville is a more detailed account of a similar surrender. Mel-
ville says of the.dances of the women of the Marquesas:
"There is an abandoned voluptuousness in their character that
I dare not attempt to describe." The French, in their official
reports, exhibit a greater courage.

Captain Dumont D'Urville arrived in Tahiti nine days after
the submission of Pomare, and the day following his arrival
he accompanied Admiral Du Petit-Thouars on a visit to the
Queen. He had not yet cooled in his patriotic indignation, so
he addressed Pomare severely, and with gratifying results: "I
perceived that Pomare was deeply affected, and that tears be-
gan to fall from her eyes, as she threw them on me with an evi-
dent expression of anger. At the same moment I also per-
ceived that Captain Du Petit-Thouars endeavoured to dimin-
ish the effect of my words by some little liberties that he was
taking with the Queen; such as pulling gently her hair, and
patting her cheeks; he even added that she was foolish to be
so much affected."

When her French visitors sailed away, Pomare on Novem-
ber 8, 1838, despatched a letter to her sister sovereign, Vic-
toria, to implore "the shelter of her wing, the defence of her
lion, and the protection of her flag." The Tahitians expressed
their sense of the favours being forced upon them by the
French by passing a law prohibiting "the propagation of anyision, and utter confusion was mistaken for total de-  Balboa himself was be-
